ALONG   THE   ROAD

those deplorable qualities which have always char-
acterized the leisured classes ? I know plenty of
people who have received the best education avail-
able In the present age and employ their leisure as
though they had never been educated at all. But
then our best education is admittedly bad (though
good enough for all the men of talent and genius
whom we possess) ; perhaps when it has been
made really efficient, these people will spend their
leisure contemplating the laws of nature. Per-
haps. I venture to doubt It.

Mr. Wells, who Is a believer In nurture5 puts
his Utopia three thousand years Into the future ^
Mr. Shaw3 less optimistically trusting to nature
and a process of conscious evolution, removes his
to the year 30^000 A.D. Geologically speaking^
these times are to all Intent equal In their brevity.
Unfortunately, however, we are not fossils, but
men. Even three thousand years seem. In our
eyes, an uncommonly long time. The thought
that, three thousand or thirty thousand years
hence, human beings may, conceivably, be leading
a lovely and rational existence is only mildly com-
forting and feebly sustaining. Men have a habit
of thinking only of themselves, their children and
their children's children. And they are quite
right. Thirty thousand years hence, all may be
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